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Section 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 Name:  Mid-Atlantic Region Cadet Competition 

1.2 Location: In-Person – State Military Reservation, Virginia Beach, VA 

1.3 Dates: In-Person - 21-23 August 2026; Online Events - 1-20 August 2026. 

1.4 Uniforms: 

1.4.1 Uniform requirements are provided for each competition Category and Event in 
para 4.3.2. Uniforms that may be required for a particular Category or Event are PT 
Uniform (see 1.4.1.3), Blue Service Uniform (Class B) with all authorized ribbons and 
badges, or utility uniform (ABU/OCP/CFU). Online exams completed in Absorb LMS 
list uniform as “unspecified” and there is no specific uniform required.  

1.4.1.1  For all competition events that require a utility uniform, either the ABU, 
OCP, or CFU may be worn by any competitor on a team, as authorized in CAPR 
39-1. Cadets are not required to be in the same type of utility uniform. No events 
in 2026 require a utility uniform. 

1.4.1.2  For all competition events that require a Blue Service Uniform, all cadet 
team members competing in the same event must be in the same uniform (e.g. 
short sleeve, no tie), unless a cadet is required to wear the corporate Aviator 
Uniform. Then the cadet will wear the same style as the other team members (e.g. 
short sleeve, no tie).  

1.4.1.3  For all competition events that require the PT Uniform, competitors will 
wear a PT uniform consisting of  

1.4.1.3.1  T-shirt that is either sand colored (same as worn with ABU) or 
coyote brown (same as worn with OCP). CAP activity shirts in these 
colors are authorized.  

1.4.1.3.2  Either black athletic, non-spandex shorts or black athletic, non-
spandex pants. Shorts leg openings must not be shorter than the fingertips 
of the wearer when the hands and fingers are fully extended with arms 
hanging naturally at the side.  

1.4.1.3.3  Socks. 

1.4.1.3.4  Tennis shoes or sneakers. No boots or cleats. 

1.4.1.3.5  Appropriate undergarments. 

1.4.2 Staff uniform requirements will be announced during competition planning 
meetings and may include PT Uniform (as described in 1.4.1.3, or provided staff t-shirt), 
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ABU/OCP/CFU, Blue Service Uniform (Class B)/Corporate Aviator Uniform, or 
Corporate Working Uniform (polo combination). 

Section 2 - MISSION 

2.1 The Mid-Atlantic Region (MAR), Civil Air Patrol will hold a hybrid Region Cadet 
Competition consisting of online and in-person events. MAR will conduct the marshaling, 
judging, and administration aspects of the competition. The mission is to provide a venue that 
will foster teamwork, competition, integrity, and pride, and provide a learning opportunity for all 
participants.   

Section 3 - ATTENDEES 

3.1 Eligibility: Wings may appoint one team consisting of a minimum of four (4) and a 
maximum of fourteen (14) members for the in-person competition portion. Additionally, up to 
ten (10) additional members may participate on the team in an online capacity. Team members 
may participate both in-person and online. 

3.2 Team Composition 

3.2.1 Teams will consist of a minimum of four (4) and maximum of fourteen (14) 
cadets for the in-person events. Additionally, up to ten (10) additional members may 
participate in online events. Team members may participate on the team online only, in-
person only, or both in-person and online. One cadet shall be designated as the Cadet 
Team Captain. 

3.2.1.1 Participating cadets must be current CAP members in good standing and 
have completed Achievement 1. 

3.2.1.2 Cadets competing in MAR Cadet Competition in any capacity and Senior 
Members selected as escorts are not eligible to apply for or be selected as MAR 
Cadet Competition Staff. 

3.2.1.3 There is no maximum number of squadrons or groups from which cadets 
can be drawn.  

3.2.1.4 Cadets aged 18 and over must be current in Cadet Protection Training.  

3.2.1.5 Team Escort(s): Each team will have two (2) adult escorts (Senior 
Member or Cadet Sponsor) who are current CAP members, have completed Level 
1, and are current in Cadet Protection Training; at least one must hold a CAP 
driver’s license.  

3.2.1.5.1 If unique circumstances cause a need for more than two adult 
escorts for a Wing, the Wing Director of Cadet Programs or Wing 
Commander must coordinate with Activity Director during registration. 
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3.3 IAW CAPR 60-2, attendees who are not CAP Members will be escorted by a Senior 
Member at all times, as designated by the Activity Director. 

3.4 Non-Team observers: 

3.4.1 Spectators are permitted to attend the competition and awards presentation; final 
event schedule and information will be available on the MAR Cadet Competition website 
prior to the event. 

3.4.2 Spectators must check in to the event at the designated administration building 
upon arrival and check out of the event before departing. Spectators who are not CAP 
members will be assigned a Senior Member escort from the supporting Wing at check-in.    

3.4.3 Wings are responsible for the accountability and conduct of supporting spectators. 

3.4.4 Teams may incur penalties if supporting spectators exhibit unsportsmanlike 
behavior or create a disturbance that impacts another team and/or their performance. 

3.4.5 Spectators who do not follow base guidelines, are disruptive to the  event, or do 
not follow event guidelines or the instructions of MAR Cadet Competition Staff may be 
asked to leave the venue.   

3.4.6 Spectators must obtain meals and lodging on their own.   

Section 4 - REGISTRATION 

4.1 Wing/Region Responsibility: 

4.1.1 Each Wing is responsible for choosing competitors and escorts and forwarding 
the names, CAPID numbers, and email addresses for all via the TEAM DESIGNATION 
form to MAR Cadet Competition Staff. Only the Wing Director of Cadet Programs or 
Wing Commander may designate participants. Wing Commanders may delegate this by 
notifying the Deputy Director of Operations via email. 

4.1.1.1 Each Wing must complete and submit the TEAM DESIGNATION form 
for all online competitors and elective category selections by 18 July (no later 
than five weeks prior to the in-person events). All in-person competitors must be 
entered into the form by 8 August (no later than two weeks prior to the in-person 
events). 

4.1.1.2 Cadets competing in online events must be specifically designated to 
receive access to exams in Absorb and Teams meeting invitations. Teams must 
also identify for each exam competitor a Senior Member proctor from the 
competitor's unit who is not related to the cadet. Follow designation instructions 
for each online event listed in Sections 4.3.2.1 and 4.3.2.2.  
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4.2 Team Responsibility:  

4.2.1 Register in Registration Zone when instructed by MAR Cadet Competition Staff. 
All participants must register in Registration Zone in addition to having a complete 
medical profile online. 

4.2.2 Cadet Team Members designated to compete as Operators in the Aerospace 
Education elective category Drone Competition event must obtain and provide a TRUST 
certificate or FAA Unmanned Pilot certificate. 

4.2.3 Each team will receive a link prior to the event to complete necessary forms for 
base access if required. 

4.2.4 Each team will maintain a Team Folder secured by the Senior Member Team 
Escort and shown to staff upon check-in day of event that includes: 

4.2.4.1 Fully completed CAPF 161 (I) Emergency Information for each 
participant. 

4.2.4.2 Fully completed and signed CAPF 160, CAP Member Health History, for 
each participant. 

4.2.4.3 Fully completed and signed CAPF 163, Permission for Provision of Minor 
Cadet Over-The-Counter Medication, for each participant under age 18. 

4.2.4.4 Fully completed, signed, and current (within 90 days of competition start 
date) Cadet Physical Fitness Category Assignment (CAPP 60-50, page 37), for 
each participant, for cadets not in Category I. 

4.2.4.5 Current TRUST certificate or FAA Unmanned Pilot certificate for each of 
the two (2) Cadet Team Members designated to compete as Operators in the 
Aerospace Education elective category Drone Competition event. 

4.3 Check-In Day of Event:  

4.3.1 Teams: 

4.3.1.1 Teams authorized to represent their Wing in the MAR Cadet Competition 
will check in to Competition Administration located at the designated 
administrative building.  

4.3.1.2 One Senior Member Team Escort and the Cadet Team Captain for each 
team will Check-In the entire team the day of the event at the designated location. 

4.3.1.2.1  Cadet Team members who bring medication (prescription, over 
the counter, supplements, etc.) to the event are required to turn in all 
medications (except rescue and/or hormonal medications) to the Health 
Services Officer (HSO) at Check-In for storage. The HSO or designee will 
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make these available to the prescribed cadet at the appropriate times for 
self-administration IAW CAPP 79-10 Cadet Medication Management. 

4.3.1.3 Senior Member Team Escorts are responsible for the accountability of the 
team for the event's duration. 

4.3.1.4 Any changes to the team roster must be submitted to the Deputy   
 Director of Operations for approval prior to arrival.  

4.3.1.5 Teams will be required to present their Team Folder as described in para 
4.2.4 for verification. 

4.3.2 Competition Assignments. Cadet Team Captains will verify or update by name 
the cadet team members to participate in each of the in-person Cadet Life Category 
events and Elective Category events at Check-In. Changes to these designations after 
Check-In must be approved by the Deputy Director of Operations. As described in 4.1.1, 
Wings will specifically designate, in advance, cadets to compete in online events. 

4.3.2.1  Cadet Life Category 

 4.3.2.1.1  Element Standard Drill (4-14 Cadets). Competitors 
designated at check-in by Cadet Team Captain; Uniform – Class B. 

4.3.2.1.2  Cadet Knowledge Exam (4 Cadets) (Online). Wings designate 
competitors; Uniform unspecified. The exam will be completed online 
during 1-20 August 2026. Teams must also identify a Senior Member 
proctor from the competitor's unit who is not related to the cadet. 

4.3.2.1.3  Uniform Inspection (4 Cadets). Competitors randomly selected 
by MAR CC Staff at pre-determined time unknown to Teams; Uniform – 
Class B. Cadet Competitors must wear all authorized ribbons and badges. 

4.3.2.1.4  CPFT (1 or 4 Cadets). Competitors designated at check-in by 
Cadet Team Captain; Uniform – PT as described in 1.4.1.3. 

4.3.2.1.4.1  Option 1 – One (1) cadet will complete all four (4) 
exercises - curl-ups, push-ups, sit-and-reach, one-mile run. 

4.3.2.1.4.2  Option 2 – One (1) cadet will compete in one of four 
exercises - curl-ups, push-ups, sit-and-reach, one-mile run. The 
four (4) exercises will be completed by four (4) different cadets of 
a Team. An individual cadet will not complete more than one 
exercise. 

4.3.2.2 Elective Categories (2 Events Per Category) 

4.3.2.2.1  Leadership 
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4.3.2.2.1.1  Public Speaking (1-2 Cadets) (Online). Wings 
designate competitors following selection of the Elective Category; 
Uniform - Class B. The event will be conducted online during 1-20 
August 2026. Teams must also identify a Senior Member proctor 
from the competitor's unit who is not related to the cadet. 

4.3.2.2.1.2  Team Leadership Problem (TLP) (4 Cadets). 
Designated at check-in by Cadet Team Captain; Uniform – Class 
B. 

4.3.2.2.2  Aerospace Education (AE) 

4.3.2.2.2.1  AE Knowledge Exam (4 Cadets) (Online). Wings 
designate competitors following selection of the Elective Category; 
Uniform - unspecified. The exam will be completed online during 
1-20 August 2026. 

4.3.2.2.2.2  Drone Competition (4 Cadets) 

4.3.2.2.2.2.1  Drone Operations Course (2 Operators).  
Operators designated at check-in by the Cadet Team 
Captain; operators must show a current TRUST certificate 
or FAA Unmanned Pilot certificate; Uniform - Class B. 

4.3.2.2.2.2.2  sUAS Knowledge Test (2 Testers) (Onsite). 
Testers will be designated at Check-In by the Cadet Team 
Captain; Uniform - Class B. The sUAS Knowledge Test 
will be completed onsite during the in-person competition. 

4.3.2.2.3  Color Guard 

4.3.2.2.3.1  Indoor Posting (4 Cadets). Designated at check-in by 
Cadet Team Captain; Uniform – Class B.  

4.3.2.2.3.2  Parade Sequence (4 Cadets). Designated at check-in by 
Cadet Team Captain; Uniform – Class B. 

Section 5 - FEES 

5.1 MAR may have fees for the competition as shown below. Fees cover lodging and meals 
 during the event. There are no ($0) fees for the 2026 MAR Cadet Competition. 

5.1.1 Competition Teams (4-14 cadets and 2 escorts) - $0.00 

5.1.2 Cadet Event Staff - $0.00 
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5.1.3 Senior Member Event Staff - $0.00 

5.2 Teams may choose to purchase other items needed for their team members. 

Section 6 - REGION HEADQUARTERS RESPONSIBILITIES 

6.1 MAR Headquarters, CAP personnel will provide the following: 

6.1.1 Development of a competitive scenario utilizing relevant resources such as CAPP 
60-75 and any further instructions from National Headquarters, Civil Air Patrol. 

6.1.2 Facilities, equipment, forms, and materials needed for the administration, review,  
 judging, communication, and any other relevant items for competition staff.  

6.1.3 Personnel needed to administer, marshal, judge, review, observe, and score  
 events. 

6.1.4 Necessary administrative forms, trophies, staff and winning team shoulder cords, 
certificates, exams, and event explanations and rules for competition teams. 

6.1.5 Flags (US and CAP), flag stands, rifles, belts, harnesses. 

Section 7 - PARTICIPATING WING RESPONSIBILITIES    

7.1 Each participating Wing will submit the information for their appointed team to Mid-
 Atlantic Region Cadet Competition Staff.   

7.2 Each Wing will supply or have Team supply: 

7.2.1 Athletic Equipment. Teams are required to provide their own athletic apparel. 
Only running shoes / sneakers may be worn during the Physical Fitness events (no boots 
or cleats). Prescribed PT Uniform as described in 1.4.1.3. 

7.2.2  Senior Member Team Escorts will ensure all CAP rules and regulations are  
 followed regarding cadet protection, transportation and facility use. 

7.2.3 All Senior Members in attendance and Cadets age 18 and over must be current in 
Cadet Protection Training. This includes team members, staff members, and observers 
who are members. 

7.2.4 Submission of participant name and contact to MAR Cadet Competition Staff by 
Wing DCP or commander authorizes participation by that individual to represent the 
Wing. If the authorization is revoked, the Wing DCP or Wing Commander must notify 
MAR Cadet Competition Staff. 
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7.2.5 Teams will use relevant publications, regulations and guides as applicable as well 
as this operations plan as their guide for the performance of events and conduct for the 
competition. 

7.2.6 Teams will follow all directions and guidance of Marshals, Judges and Staff while 
interacting in the competition. Teams not in compliance with Marshals, Judges, or Staff 
may incur penalties and/or face disciplinary action based on offense at the discretion of 
Cadet Competition Executive Staff.  

Section 8 - EVENT STAFF 

8.1 The Activity Director is responsible for organizing all necessary materials and staff to 
plan the Cadet Competition. Activity Director provides event schedule, operations plan, and 
other information to Region and Wings as needed. The Activity Director is responsible for 
appointing staff to hold key positions: Deputy Director of Operations, Deputy Director of 
Support, and Safety Officer. The Activity Director will respond to discrepancies, challenge 
forms, and other issues as needed during the competition event. 

8.2 Assigned Cadet Competition Executive Staff will provide teams with the required forms 
to register and ask questions. Registered teams and Wings will be provided with a schedule and 
any other relevant information needed for the team to be successful in the execution of an event. 
Inquiries on team registrations, required materials, or required paperwork should be submitted to 
the Activity Director. 

8.3 The Deputy Director of Operations will be responsible for staffing the following 
positions. Cadets competing in MAR Cadet Competition in any capacity (online or in-person) 
and Senior Members selected as escorts are not eligible to serve on competition staff in any 
capacity.   

8.3.1 Event Marshal(s) - a Senior or Cadet member available at each event location to 
explain the event rules, brief teams on the conditions of the various events, call Teams to 
the field, keep assigned event on schedule, and work to maintain a safe environment. 

8.3.1.1 Event Marshals are impartial authority on rule adherence at assigned 
events, and any improper conduct or rule violations seen or heard must be 
reported to the Event Marshal on-site immediately.  

8.3.1.2 In the event a timekeeper is not provided for an event, the Event Marshal 
will be responsible for maintaining the time.  

8.3.2  Event Judges - Senior Members, Cadet Members, CAP-USAF, USAF, and others 
possessing special expertise to serve as event Judges. Two or more Judges will be 
assigned to each event. Judges are responsible for scoring each event in accordance with 
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the guidelines for the event as established in CAPP 60-75, this Operations Plan, and 
relevant CAP and/or USAF regulations. 

8.3.3 Scorekeepers - Two Senior Members assigned as competition scorekeepers. 
Scorekeepers will be responsible for maintaining all completed scorecards and tabulating 
scores for all events, including the rank orders from raw scores. 

8.3.4 Cadet Adjutant - A cadet officer assigned to coordinate Cadet Operations 
Assistants in the completion of duties, and complete other tasks as required. 

8.3.5 Cadet Operations Assistants - A team of Cadet Operations Assistants assigned to 
set-up/tear-down event sites, prepare competition equipment, serve as runners, pre-stage 
teams, wrangle spectators, and provide other support as needed.  

8.4 Deputy Director of Support will be responsible for staffing all support staff positions 
necessary to conduct the event including the following. Cadets competing in MAR Cadet 
Competition in any capacity (online or in-person) and Senior Members selected as escorts are not 
eligible to serve on competition staff in any capacity.   

8.4.1 Administration NCO/OIC 

8.4.2 Public Affairs NCO/OIC 

8.4.3 Health Services NCO/OIC 

8.4.4 Logistics/Kitchen NCO/OIC 

8.4.5 Communications NCO/OIC 

8.4.6 Finance NCO/OIC 

Section 9 - MEALS 

9.1 Meals will be provided for all Team Members, Team Escorts, and staff during the event 
all day Saturday and Sunday morning. A snack will be provided on Saturday. Additionally, staff 
will be provided a meal on Friday evening. 

9.2 There are no meal options available on base for observers and spectators, but there are 
numerous options off base at their own expense. 

9.3 MAR Cadet Competition Staff will attempt to accommodate common special food 
requests for Team members and staff, such as vegetarian options, if coordinated prior to the 
event. Members provide this through CAP Health or by email at least two weeks prior to the 
arrival day for in-person events. Members with dietary restrictions and/or special diets may bring 
prepared meals and snacks or make other meal arrangements at their own expense. 
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Section 10 - BILLETING 

10.1 Lodging will be provided for Cadet Team Members, Senior Member Team Escorts, and 
staff during the event (Friday night to Sunday morning). Lodging will be in open bay barracks, 
separated by membership category and sex.  

10.2 Lodging will not be provided for observers and spectators. 

Section 11 - TRANSPORTATION 

11.1 Teams must provide their own transportation to, from, and during the in-person 
competition. Team COVs will be retained for use by their team. Once on base and weather 
permitting, Teams will be able to move from one event location to the next on foot. Escorts will 
be responsible for transporting their competitors to the drone operations off base at a nearby 
location. 

11.2 Staff is responsible for their own transportation to and from the in-person competition. 
Arrangements may be made in advance with the Deputy Director of Support to bring needed 
corporate vehicles (COVs). 

11.3 Fuel used for the competition for approved COVs, including COVs for team 
transportation, will be reimbursed by the competition with submittal of the MAR Payment 
Voucher and legible receipts. 

11.2 All cadets (teams and staff) who drive themselves to the competition will be required to 
turn in vehicle keys to competition staff upon Check-In. 

Section 12 - COMMUNICATIONS 

12.1 Personal radios are not permitted for use at the State Military Reservation. CAP Radios 
will be issued as determined by the event Communications Plan. 

12.2 In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1 then notify event staff. 

12.3 For non-emergency communications, event staff will use CAP radios, cellular 
communications and/or assigned runners.  

12.3.1 A communications plan with call signs and/or cell phone numbers will be 
provided to each Team upon Check-In.  

12.3.2 The Event Marshal on-site will have a communications plan available at each 
event location. 
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Section 13 - SCORING/AWARDS 

13.1 Scoring. Scoring will be used as outlined in this section. Event scoresheets are provided 
for all events. See attachment #6. 

13.1.1 Overall Scoring 

13.1.1.1  Overall scoring will utilize a weighted scoring model. Weighting will 
prioritize Cadet Life category and be distributed 65% Cadet Life category score 
and 35% Elective category score. 

13.1.1.2  The team earning the highest overall weighted score will be the 
competition winner. 

13.1.2 Category Scoring 

13.1.2.1  Event scores from each of the events within a category will be combined 
for a category score. 

13.1.2.2  The team earning the highest combined score in a category will be 
identified as the winner of that category. 

13.1.2.3  Category scores from each of the four (4) elective category entries will 
be combined for the Elective category score used in overall scoring. 

13.1.3 Event Scoring 

13.1.3.1  Score sheets from each event judge, other than the Chief Event Judge, 
will be averaged. The average of the combined judges’ scores will be added to the 
Chief Event Judge’s score for an event score. 

13.2 Awards. 

13.2.1 MAR will supply trophies and certificates and other competition award items as 
described below. 

13.2.2 Awards will include the Overall Team award and may include team, individual, 
and category awards. 

13.2.3 Cadet Team members, including online and in-person, of the Team identified as 
the overall competition winner is authorized by the MAR Supplement 1 to CAPR 39-1 to 
wear specific shoulder cords from the award announcement until the day before the next 
MAR Cadet Competition.  

13.2.3.1  A personnel authorization signed by MAR Commander will be 
forwarded to the winning wing by MAR Cadet Competition staff as soon as it is 
available. 
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13.2.3.2  Shoulder cords will be presented to those cadet members present at the 
awards ceremony following the in-person competition; the remaining balance of 
cords for cadet team members not present will be issued to wing personnel for 
delivery. Shoulder cords may be retained by cadet team members after the wear 
period ends.  

13.2.4 Cadet Team members, online and in-person, and the Senior Member Team Escorts of the 
Team identified as the overall competition winner are authorized to wear a bronze star 
affixed to the basic National Color Guard Competition ribbon in accordance with CAPR 
39-3, Section F, paragraph 20.c.1. 

13.2.4.1  The wing director of cadet programs may identify additional senior 
members who were responsible for training their team, up to a total of six senior 
members including the Team Escorts, IAW CAPR 39-3, Section F, paragraph 
20.c.2., to be included in the personnel authorization. 

13.2.4.1  A personnel authorization signed by MAR Commander will be 
forwarded to the winning wing by MAR Cadet Competition staff as soon as it is 
available. 

13.2.4.2  Purchase and issuance of the ribbon and bronze star device will be at the 
discretion of the winning wing. 

13.3 Challenges. Teams may challenge judges’ and staff decisions respectfully and 
professionally as follows: 

13.3.1 Challenging Event Operations. Issues involving the operation or management of a 
competition event should be brought up to Event Marshals by the designated Cadet Team 
Captain or the cadet assigned as Team Cadet Leader for the event in the absence of the 
Team Cadet Captain. If a possible problem can be rectified on scene, the Cadet Team 
Captain or Team Cadet Leader should approach the Event Marshal directly, as soon as 
possible, to request relief. The Event Marshal will liaise with the Event Chief Judge, if 
necessary, and advise the Cadet Team Captain or Team Cadet Leader. 

13.3.1.1  Issues that cannot be resolved to the Team’s satisfaction on-site may be 
filed as a formal challenge using the MAR CC Challenge Form (Attachment 3).  

13.3.1.1.1  The Cadet Team Captain may file a formal, written challenge 
with the Deputy Director of Operations within one (1) hour of the event’s 
conclusion or discovery of the problem. This written challenge must be the 
original work of the Cadet Team Captain, assisted only by the assigned 
Team Cadet Leader for the event, if applicable; Senior Member Escorts 
and spectators are prohibited from assisting. 
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13.3.1.1.2  The Activity Director is the final appeal authority for 
challenges. 

13.3.2 Challenging Penalties. Upon notification of a penalty having been applied to a 
Team’s score, the Cadet Team Captain may file a formal challenge using the Challenge 
Form (Attachment 3), following the procedures in 13.3.1.1.1. 

13.3.3 Each Team is allowed one (1) formal challenge for the duration of the Cadet 
Competition. 

13.3.4 Unsportsmanlike Conduct. Teams are expected to show deference to the Judges’ 
decisions and challenge only those matters that are both meaningful and objectively 
contrary to rules and procedures. Teams that file frivolous challenges or quibble may 
incur a penalty. 

13.3.5 Challenged matters may be declared moot if the decision would not alter the 
results of one of the top four (4) competitors in a given event. 

13.3.6 The outcome of a formal challenge will be announced to the affected Cadet Team 
Captain prior to the announcement of competition results. 

13.4 Penalties. MAR Cadet Competition Staff anticipates all Cadet Team members, Senior 
Member Escorts, and spectators/observers will behave in accordance with CAP’s core values, 
common courtesy, and good sportsmanship throughout the competition and, therefore, does not 
foresee the need to penalize Teams. If infractions of these tenets occur, penalties will be exacted 
as follows:  

13.4.1 Penalties are points deducted from a Team’s score. Penalties will range from five 
(5) to ten (10) percent of the Team’s score and may be applied to a Team’s event, 
category, or overall score depending on the nature of the infraction, when and/or where it 
occurs, and its effect on another Team(s).  

13.4.2 Penalty recommendations are made by the Event Chief Judge for the 
event/category applicable using a Penalty Recommendation Form (Attachment 5) and are 
reviewed by the Deputy Director of Operations. Penalties are applied to a Team’s score 
via submission of the Penalty Recommendation Form to Scorekeepers.  

13.4.3 Deputy Director of Operations is the decision authority for event and category 
penalties; a committee consisting of the Deputy Director of Operations and two (2) other 
senior members on MAR Cadet Competition staff is the decision authority for overall 
score penalties.  

13.4.4 Penalty recommendations for egregious infractions may be made by any staff 
member using a Penalty Recommendation Form (Attachment 5), to be reviewed by the 
Deputy Director of Operations. 

13.4.5 If a penalty is applied to a Team’s score, the Cadet Team Captain will be 
informed prior to the final tallying of overall scores.  
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13.5 Behavior. 

13.5.1 Any Team, Senior Member Escorts, or observers/spectators who cause damage or 
present a harassing attitude will forfeit the right to participate further in the competition. 

13.5.1.1  If this happens after the competition is over, any trophies and/or winning 
status of that team will be removed and given to the next team in line.  All 
trophies (team and individual), certificates, ribbons and clasps will be confiscated. 

Section 14 - COMPETITION CATEGORIES AND EVENTS 

14.1 The competition will consist of one (1) Cadet Life Category consisting of four (4) events 
and up to three (3) Elective Categories, each consisting of two (2) events. Cadet Life Category 
events will be completed by all teams. 

14.1.1 Cadet Life Category (4 Events) 

14.1.1.1  Element Standard Drill 

14.1.1.2  Cadet Knowledge Exam (Online: 1-20 August 2026) 

14.1.1.3  Uniform Inspection 

14.1.1.4  CPFT 

14.1.2 Elective Categories (2 Events per Category) 

14.1.2.1  Leadership 

14.1.2.1.1  Public Speaking (Online: 1-20 August 2026) 

14.1.2.1.2  TLP 

14.1.2.2  Aerospace Education 

14.1.2.2.1  AE Knowledge Exam (Online: 1-20 August 2026) 

14.1.2.2.2  Drone Competition 

14.1.2.2.2.1  Drone Operations Course (In-Person) 

14.1.2.2.2.2  sUAS Knowledge Test (Onsite) 

14.1.2.3  Color Guard 

14.1.2.3.1  Indoor Posting 
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14.1.2.3.2  Parade Sequence 

14.1.3 Elective Category Selection. Each Wing has four (4) entries to use to enter a 
minimum of two (2) and a maximum of three (3) Elective Categories. 

14.1.3.1  Wings may enter the same Elective Category using up to two (2) 
entries; Wings must select different cadets to compete for each of the 
entries in the same Elective Category. No cadet(s) will compete more than 
once in any event.  

14.1.3.2  One (1) Elective Category entry consists of one (1) Cadet 
element competing in all events within the category. See 4.3.2 for the size 
of cadet element for each Elective Category. 

14.2 Event Descriptions 

14.2.1 Element Standard Drill.   

14.2.1.1  The event is conducted closely following CAPP 60-75, para 2-3 
including the following exceptions: 

14.2.1.2  Presentation Area. The presentation area size and layout will 
conform as closely as possible to that described in “Color Guard 
Presentation Area for Standard Drill” diagram on page 12, CAPP 60-75, 
para 2.7. 

14.2.1.3  Team Members and spectators/observers supporting specific 
Teams will not sit as spectators of another team in this event until their 
team has completed the event.
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14.2.2 Cadet Knowledge Exam 

14.2.2.1  The event consists of a sixty (60) question, closed-book, proctored exam 
completed in 60 minutes. This exam will be completed online in Absorb during 1-
20 August 2026 and will only be made available to team members designated to 
compete in the Cadet Knowledge Exam. 

14.2.2.2  Questions may be formatted as multiple choice or true/false.  

14.2.2.3  Sources for the exam: 

14.2.2.3.1  Current edition of Phases I and II Learn to Lead and Aerospace 
Dimensions textbooks. 

14.2.2.3.2  Basic principles of drill found in AFMAN 36-2203, chapters 1 
through 4, and CAPP 60-33, chapters 1 through 4.  

14.2.2.3.3  Significant aerospace and CAP-related current events. 

14.2.2.3.4  Standards of dress and appearance/uniform requirements found 
in CAPR 39-1 chapters 1-11 (excluding corporate-style uniforms and 
standards).  

14.2.2.3.5  General information regarding cadet activities including 
encampment, cadet competition, Cyber Patriot program, Wreaths Across 
America, orientation flights, etc. 

14.2.3 Uniform Inspection. 

14.2.3.1  Uniform Inspection, is conducted closely following guidance in CAPP 
60-75, para 2-6. 

14.2.3.2  At a predetermined time, unknown to the Teams, the Chief Event Judge 
will randomly select two (2) cadets from each Team to participate in a spot 
inspection of uniform wear. 

14.2.3.3  The selected cadets will be called forward at a moment’s notice and 
made to stand for a uniform inspection. Flight caps will be worn during the 
inspection, even if indoors. 

14.2.3.4  Report In/Out procedures will follow standard customs and courtesies; 
specifics will be provided prior to the event. 

14.2.3.5  Team Members and spectators/observers supporting specific Teams will 
not sit as spectators until their Team has completed the event. Only Cadet Team 
Members will participate in the event; no Senior Member Escorts or spectators 
will participate or assist. 
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14.2.4 CPFT (Cadet Physical Fitness Test).  

14.2.4.1  Test will consist of curl-ups, push-ups, sit-and-reach, and a one-mile 
run, in accordance with CAPP 60-50. All cadets will wear the prescribed PT 
uniform IAW 1.4.1.3. Earbuds and/or headphones are not permitted. 

14.2.4.2  Scoring may be accomplished using the HFZ score conversion formerly 
used and provided by NCC, or a local equivalent. 

14.2.4.2.1  Individuals who are assigned to Cadet Physical Fitness 
Category II or III will receive for the waived event(s) the lowest raw score 
received on any exercise-based event, or the run, by their teammates. Fully 
restricted cadets who are assigned to Categories III or IV will receive the 
mean raw score earned by their team. In the event a team is comprised of 
only fully restricted cadets assigned to Category III or IV, the team will 
receive the lowest raw score earned by all other teams. See 4.2.4.4 for 
documentation requirements. 

14.2.4.3  In the event weather prevents the one mile run event, competition staff 
will attempt to offer the Pacer Run. 

14.2.4.4  Team Composition Options 

14.2.4.4.1  Option 1 (1 Cadet) – One (1) cadet will compete in all four 
exercise-based events.  

14.2.4.4.2  Option 2 (4 Cadets) – One (1) cadet will compete in each of 
four exercise-based events. Each cadet will compete in only one exercise-
based event) 

14.2.5 Public Speaking. 

14.2.5.1  The event is divided into two event sub-categories: an extemporaneous 
speech and an impromptu speech, both conducted online during 1-20 August 
2026. Speeches are conducted IAW CAPP 60-75, para 3-1, with the following 
exceptions: 

14.2.5.1.1  Format. The speeches will be scheduled by MAR Cadet 
Competition Staff and conducted over Microsoft Teams video calls; 
camera required. Electronic visual aids (e.g. PowerPoint) are not 
permitted. 

14.2.5.1.2  Judges will signal cadets when the time limit is exceeded by 30 
seconds for the Extemporaneous speech and after the time requirement has 
been met for the Impromptu speech. 
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14.2.5.2  IAW 4.3.2 of this plan, Wings will designate the cadet(s) to participate 
during the 1-20 August 2026 online event window. 

14.2.6 Team Leadership Problem (TLP).  

14.2.6.1  The TLP activity is not announced prior to the in-person competition. 
Teams should expect a TLP activity like those published in the Learn to Lead 
Activity Guide or on the encampment program website.  

14.2.6.2  Each Team will face the same TLP.  

14.2.6.3  Team Members and spectators/observers supporting specific Teams will 
not sit as spectators of another team in this event until their team has completed 
the event. Only Cadet Team Members will participate in the event; no Senior 
Member Escorts or spectators will participate or assist. Size or layout of the 
competition space may limit or prohibit observation. 

14.2.7 AE Knowledge Exam 

14.2.7.1  The event consists of a thirty-five (35) multiple-choice question, closed-
book, proctored exam completed in 35 minutes. This exam will be completed 
online in Absorb during 1-20 August 2026 and will only be made available to 
team members designated by their Wing to compete in the AE Knowledge Exam 
event. 

14.2.7.2  Sources for the exam: 

14.2.7.2.1  Aerospace: The Journey of Flight 4th Edition 

14.2.7.2.2  Basic Model Rocketry book, 2015  

14.2.7.2.3  Military aircraft identification (WWII – modern) such as those 
found in CAPP 60-71 Cadet Encampment Handbook.  

14.2.8 Drone Competition 

14.2.8.1  The Drone Competition consists of two onsite sub-events: a Drone 
Operations Course and an sUAS Knowledge Test. 

14.2.8.1.1  Two (2) cadets will pilot a drone through an obstacle course 
during the in-person competition (one attempt each), using an actual 
aircraft or simulator, and will be scored based on elapsed time and 
obstacles completed. 

14.2.8.1.2  Two (2) designated Testers will complete a closed-book, 
proctored sUAS Knowledge Test onsite during the in-person competition. 
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14.2.8.1.2.1  Sources for the test: CAPR 70-4, CAP sUAS Flight 
Management, and the TRUST certificate course. 

14.2.8.1.2.2  Competition staff will serve as the proctor. 

14.2.8.1.3  During the onsite Drone Competition, Team Members and 
spectators/observers supporting specific Teams will not sit as spectators of 
another team until their team has completed both sub-events. Only Cadet 
Team Members will participate; Senior Member Escorts and spectators 
will not participate or assist. 

14.2.9 Indoor Posting 

14.2.9.1  Indoor Posting 

14.2.9.1.1  The event consists of three main components: planning, 
posting and retrieval and is conducted IAW CAPP 60-75, para 2-1 with 
the following exceptions: 

14.2.9.1.1.1  At Check-In, the Cadet Team Captain of each team 
will designate the four (4) cadets per entry to compete in the event 
IAW 4.3.2. 

14.2.9.1.1.2  Teams will use the equipment provided as defined in 
6.1.5. 

14.2.9.1.1.3  Report In/Out procedures will follow standard 
customs and courtesies; specifics will be provided prior to the 
event. 

14.2.9.1.1.4  AFMAN 36-2203 has been superseded by DAFPAM 
34-1203. 

14.2.9.1.1.5  Team Members and spectators/observers supporting 
specific Teams will not sit as spectators of another team in this 
event until their team has completed the event. 

14.2.10  Color Guard Parade Sequence 

14.2.10.1  The event consists of a predetermined parade route for the Color Guard 
Team to traverse using movements derived from CAPP 60-33, CAP Drill and 
Ceremonies, Chapter 7. 

14.2.10.1.1  Report In/Out procedures will follow standard customs and 
courtesies; specifics will be provided prior to the event. 
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14.3 Schedules. 

14.3.1 Final Team schedules will be provided at competition Check-In. 

14.3.2 Teams must stay on schedule. When an event is completed, proceed to the next 
scheduled event. If a Team is more than five (5) minutes late to an event, without 
authorization from the Deputy Director of Operations, the Team may be disqualified 
from that event and earn a score of zero or be penalized IAW 13.4.    

Section 15 - JUDGES 

15.1 Judges are drawn from personnel in MAR, CAP-USAF, USAF and other 
qualified individuals.   

15.1.1 There will be one Event Chief Judge assigned for each event. The Event 
Chief Judge is the only judge who awards demerits. Some event scoresheets, such 
as the Aerospace Education elective category Drone Competition event, include 
demerits termed “penalties.”  

15.1.2 Judges will tally score cards and submit them to the Scorekeepers to 
tabulate final scores.  

15.1.3 Timekeepers - Marshals will act as timekeepers unless a timekeeper is 
designated for an event. The timekeeper is responsible for timing the timed events 
and notifying the Event Chief Judge of the time. 

15.1.4 Discussion of the competition with Judges by anyone other than 
specifically designated MAR Cadet Competition staff is prohibited. 

15.1.5 Judges will be provided with scoring sheets, answer keys, etc. Judges will have 
access to applicable regulations and manuals.  

Section 16 - ATTACHMENTS / LINKS 

16.1 MARCC Challenge Form 

16.2 Penalty Recommendation Form 

16.3 Scoring Rubric 

16.4 Scoresheets 

16.5 Communications Plan 
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16.1 ATTACHMENT #1 – CHALLENGE FORM 
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16.2 ATTACHMENT #2 – PENALTY RECOMMENDATION FORM  
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16.3 ATTACHMENT #3 – SCORING RUBRICS 
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16.4 ATTACHMENT #4 – SCORESHEETS 
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16.5 ATTACHMENT #5 – COMMUNICATIONS PLAN – TBD 
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